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Human rights reaches a low

10 September 1985

CHICAGO TRIBUNE

for Chile

By. Vincent J. Schodoisk
Chicago Tribune

SANTIAGO, Chile—Marcela
Toro, an 18-year-old law

who 1s studying theology, says he

will never forget the cold steel
knife as it traced a line across his
throat.

Though their ‘‘detentions’’ lasted
only a few hours, the memories

The two students are among
hundreds of Chileans who have
encountered nameless men who
move about in cars without license
plateaandwhoknowinﬂmamde—
tails of the private lives of those

men have carried out two years of '

vern-

men! ts.
"'I'FEO Eman rights situation at

this moment is the worst it has

during the former military junta’s
1976-79 campaign against op-
ponents, the situation in Chile has
several unique aspects, experts
say.

For one, the number of people
involved is quite small. '

According to Human Rights
Commission statistics, only 18 peo-
ple .are in internal exile. These
include a former official of the
commission, W of
the nation’s workers
union and the leader of a youth
_group. '

Dominguez said his organization
has 631 confirmed cases of “disap-
peared’” people, who vanish
without trace and are assumed to
be in government custody or dead.
By comparison, more than 9,000
people disappeared in Argentina’s;
“dirty war” after the mili
takeover.

Human rights organizations say
there are 1,000 political prisoners

in Chile, fewer than in some other
Latin American countries.
However, the methods used here
to suppress dissidents are almost
identical to those used elsewhere.

Opposition groups and their
members are spied upon. People
identified as activists are followed;
some are kidnaped and threatened
or tortured.

The church's human-rights
group recently compiled case his-
tories on 31 people who were de-
tained and tortured by unidentified
men believed to be government
agents.:

" The government has not re-
sponded. Officially, it says it has
no knowledge of such activities.




